
Advance Publicity for  
“Adventures in Hokkaido” 
 
The island of Hokkaido is Japan’s northern frontier, and it has a climate that’s similar to Ontario’s.  Unlike 
the rest of Japan, Hokkaido is relatively new, only being settled after 1869.  We will start by visiting Sumo 
wrestlers in their Tokyo ‘stable’ and then take a Shinkansen bullet train north.   We will see the colourful 
lanterns and try the fresh seafood of Aomori before moving on to the onsen baths of the resort community 
of Noboribetsu.  In Asahikawa we will tour a museum honouring the indigenous Ainu people and then 
share a meal with them.  Then it’s on to beautiful Furano and the city of Sapporo, site of the 1972 Winter 
Olympics. Along the way we’ll have many memorable meals and conversations with the friendly people 
of Hokkaido and see the island’s renowned natural beauty. 
 
Richard Jordan is a former President of the Etobicoke Historical Society and a former Toronto Star local 
history columnist.   His feature articles on historical subjects have also appeared in the Saturday Star and 
the Sunday Star.  

 
The photos below show some of our Adventures in Hokkaido – clockwise from top left: Richard and 
Maureen at a Tokyo Sumo wrestling ‘stable’, a giant paper lantern in Aomori, a sushi bento box, making 
soba noodles in Sapporo and the spectacular outdoor onsen bath in Marukoma. We will have many 
fascinating stories and great pictures along with entertaining personal insights. 
 

 


